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ABSTRACT

The development of core social studies standards
for high school students

Young Rak Kwon, Hye Sook Kim
Jung-Soon Choi, Jo Il Cha
Young Eel Moon, Bong-soo Kim
Tae Hwan Kim, Boo-Heon Kim
Hyen—Joo Kim, Young-mi Lee

This study aims to develop core social studies standards for high school students
based on high school social studies achievement standards and levels from the 2009
revised curriculum in order to promote social studies instructional practice at schools.
Core social studies standards will play an important role in helping students and
teachers be aware of what they have to teach and learn and improving social studies
lessons by encouraging students’ participation and stimulating their interests in
learning.

This study consists of five chapters. Chapter one outlines a research design and
describes the purposes of this study. Chapter two introduces the principles of
selecting core social studies standards. Core standards refer to comparatively
important and essential standards and serve as umbrella standards covering the other
standards. The source of selecting core standards is twofold. One is the 2009 revised
social studies curriculum and the other is social studies achievement standards
developed in 2013. We clearly note that core standards are not substitutes for the
other standards. That is, core standards are considered as basic standards to learn

related content standards.
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Chapter three proposes the principle and steps in developing core social studies
standards for high school students. The principle for core social studies standards are
based on the general principle of developing core standards. This study modified the
general principle of core standards to be suitable for high school students to be
taught. Eventually four principles were made: the suitability for the purpose of social
studies, the importance of standards, the sequence of elementary and middle school
curriculum, and the relevance of standards to the unit content. The suitability for the
purpose of social studies refers to the extent to which core standards reflect the
course purpose well. The importance of standards means that core standards are
selected based on course characteristics and aims. The sequence of elementary and
middle school curriculum indicates the content connections between elementary,
middle, and high schools. The relevance of standards to the unit content implies that
core standards help students reach the goal effectively.

The selected core social studies standards for high schools by subject are 25 for
Society, 23 for Korean Geography, 18 for World Geography, 13 for Law and Politics,
15 for Economics, and 19 for Society and Culture. The proportion of core standards
ranges from 53.2 to 69.2% of curriculum standards and from 51.4 to 56.5% of overall
achievement standards. It is important to note that the number of core standards
does not indicate class hours or the amount of learning content.

Chapter four proposes the core standards and rationales. Tables in Chapter four
show that core social studies standards as well as achievement standards and the
rationales about how and why those core standards were selected. The information
on the relevance of core standards to the other achievement standards and to the
unit goals is also provided.

Chapter five offers examples related to how teachers can utilize core standards in
creating lesson plans. Examples of each subject include 274 lesson plans that were
created based on core standards but they cover related achievements standards to

core standards.
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